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Tests: Note Cards 
Using  Note  Cards  to  S tudy  for  Tes ts  

 

How to Set-up Note Cards 

Questions on Front Answers on Back 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reviewing With Note Cards 
Step #1:  Read a question aloud from the note card. 
Step #2:  Without looking, recite the answer aloud.  (If the note card is a problem/solution 

card, use scrap paper to write out the solution from memory). 
 Step #3:  Turn the note card over & check to make sure you got the answer correct. 
 Step #4:  If  you got the answer right, place the card in the “I know this “ pile and move on to 

the next note card. 
Step #5:  If you got the answer wrong, read the answer aloud and place the card in the “I 

don’t know this, yet” pile. 
Step #6:  Review the “I don’t know this pile” once every 2-3 days.  Review the “I know this” 

pile 1 or 2 times a week. 
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The Rules of the “Game” 

  
1) Purchase note cards - recording main ideas, details, problems, and solutions. 

  
2) Turn main points from lectures and textbooks into questions - Place a question 

on one side of a note card and its answer on the other.  
  

3) Recite questions and answers - This will reveal what has and has not been learned 
before an exam is taken when something can still be done about it.  

  
 The more often note cards are recited and reviewed, the more likely information is to 

move from short-term memory toward long-term memory.  
 

 Unless recitation of material is done repeatedly and regularly, it is normal to forget 
material on exams.  

 

 
 

 

 


